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RETHINKING PAVING
The recent Budget’s doubling of government funding for road repairs to £200m presents a real opportunity to rethink our approach to substantial urban street repairs by adopting the same criteria now demanded for new developments.
The recent ‘Manual for Streets 2’ is a sea change in our approach to urban design, heralding the wider use of shared spaces with a diversity of paving surfaces to create attractive, safe and well-designed environments, prioritising pedestrians over cars. Add to this the benefits of permeable paving to satisfy new legislation demanding sustainable drainage (SUDS), and precast concrete seems set to become the mainstream material for hard surfaces in new developments. 

Redevelopments and major repairs of damaged streets also offer an important opportunity to apply these principles with precast concrete hard surfaces - perhaps incorporating permeable paving - as an attractive, durable and sustainable alternative. With precast concrete paving blocks, flags and kerbs, distinct modular units and designed variations in colour, texture and shape break up areas giving visual interest, ‘grain’ and a human scale not possible with monotonous, formless materials such as asphalt. 

Interpave manufacturer members continue to expand an extensive palette of styles, shapes, colours and textures to meet current trends in urban design, matching – and often exceeding – the visual qualities of materials such as natural stone.  Different products are available to enhance any environments, from historic conservation areas to brand new urban spaces. In addition, concrete block paving does not create ‘potholes’.
The requirement for SUDS – particularly under the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 - also drives demand for concrete block permeable paving. Generally, it has the same visual characteristics as other precast concrete paving and is available in a growing range of styles, colours and textures – in some cases matching impermeable products. Permeable paving is very effective at removing pollution from runoff, unlike conventional drainage systems or attenuation tanks, as well as helping in the battle to prevent flooding. It is one of the most space efficient SUDS components available and does not require any additional land-take, making it an ideal solution for urban areas. 
To find out more about precast concrete paving in urban design, SUDS and permeable paving, visit: www.paving.org.uk.
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